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I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

III. CITIZEN COMMENTS 
Citizen Comments are to be kept to a maximum of five minutes per speaker unless the chairperson allows an extension 
of time.  Each citizen is to make comments at the podium after stating name and address.  Each citizen may comment 
only one time per public hearing / meeting. 

 

IV.     DISCUSS WITH POSSIBLE ACTION-  
1. Discuss, with Possible Action, the Adoption of a Code of Ethics for Council 

Members 
V. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Kim Olson 
Chairperson 
 

NOTE: Persons with disabilities requiring special accommodations for attendance at the meeting 
should contact City Hall at least one (1) business day prior to the meeting. 



TITLE 2 - GOVERNMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 
CHAPTER 5. ETHICS CODE 
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CHAPTER 5. ETHICS CODE1 

Sec. 2-5-1. Declaration of Policy. 

The proper operation of democratic government requires that public officials and employees be 
independent, impartial and responsible to the people; that government decisions and policy be made in proper 
channels of the governmental structure; that public office not be used for personal gain; and that the public have 
confidence in the integrity of its government. In recognition of these goals, there is hereby established a code of 
ethics for all City of Oconto officials and employees, whether elected or appointed, paid or unpaid, including 
members of boards, committees and commissions of the City. The purpose of this Code is to establish guidelines 
for those acts or actions that are incompatible with the best interests of the City of Oconto and by directing 
disclosure by such officials and employees of private financial or other interests in matters affecting the City. The 
provisions and purpose of this Code and such rules and regulations as may be established are hereby declared to 
be in the best interests of the City of Oconto.  

Sec. 2-5-2. Responsibility of Public Office. 

Public officials and employees are agents of public purpose and hold office for the benefit of the public. They 
are bound to uphold the Constitution of the United States and the constitution of this state and carry out 
impartially the laws of the nation, state and City and to observe in their official acts the highest standards of 
morality and to discharge faithfully the duties of their office regardless of personal considerations, recognizing that 
the public interest must be their prime concern. Their conduct in both their official and private affairs should be 
above reproach so as to foster respect for all government.  

Sec. 2-5-3. Dedicated Service. 

(a) All officials and employees of the City of Oconto should be loyal to the objectives expressed by the electorate 
and the programs developed to attain these objectives. Appointed officials and employees should adhere to 
the rules of work and performance established as the standard for their position by the appropriate 
authority.  

(b) Officials and employees should not exceed their authority or breach the law or ask others to do so, and they 
should work in full cooperation with other public officials and employees unless prohibited from so doing by 
law or by officially recognized confidentiality of their work.  

Sec. 2-5-4. Fair and Equal Treatment. 

(a) Use of Public Property. No official or employee shall request or permit the unauthorized use of City-owned 
vehicles, equipment, materials or property for personal convenience or profit.  

(b) Obligations to Citizens. No official or employee shall grant any special consideration, treatment or advantage 
to any citizen beyond that which is available to every other citizen.  

 

1State law reference(s)—Code of ethics for public officials and employees, Wis. Stats. § 19.41 et seq.  
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Sec. 2-5-5. Conflicts of Interest. 

(a) Financial and Personal Interest Prohibited. No official or employee, whether paid or unpaid, shall engage in 
any business or transaction or shall act in regard to financial or other personal interest contrary to the 
provisions of this Chapter or would tend to impair his independence of judgment or action in the 
performance of his official duties.  

(b) Definitions. 

(1) Financial Interest. Any interest which shall yield, directly or indirectly, a monetary or other material 
benefit to the officer or employee or to any person employing or retaining the services of the officer or 
employee.  

(2) Personal Interest. Any interest arising from blood or marriage relationships or from close business or 
political associations, whether or not any financial interest is involved.  

(3) Person. Any person, corporation, partnership or joint venture.  

(c) Specific Conflicts Enumerated. 

(1) Incompatible Employment. No official or employee shall engage in or accept private employment or 
render service for private interest, when such employment or service is incompatible with the proper 
discharge of his official duties or would tend to impair his independence of judgment or action in the 
performance of his official duties, unless otherwise permitted by law and unless disclosure is made as 
hereinafter provided.  

(2) Disclosure of Confidential Information. No official or employee shall, without proper legal 
authorization, disclose confidential information concerning the property, government, or affairs of the 
City, nor shall he use such information to advance the financial or other private interest of himself or 
others.  

(3) Gifts and Favors. No official or employee shall accept any valuable gift, whether in the form of service, 
loan, thing of value, or promise, from any person, firm, corporation which to his knowledge is 
interested, directly or indirectly, in any manner whatsoever in business dealings with the City nor shall 
any such official or employee accept any gift, favor or thing of value that may tend to influence him in 
the discharge of his duties, or grant in the discharge of his duties any improper favor, service or thing of 
value. Gifts received under unusual circumstances should be referred to the Ethics Board within ten 
(10) days for recommended disposition.  

(4) Representing Private Interests Before City Agencies or Courts. No officer or employee shall appear on 
behalf of any private person, other than himself, his spouse or minor children, before any City agency 
or municipal court. However, a member of the Common Council may appear before City agencies on 
behalf of his constituents in the course of his duties as a representative of the electorate or in the 
performance of public or civic obligations.  

(d) Contracts With the City. No City officer or employee who in his capacity as such officer or employee 
participates in the making of a contract in which he has a private pecuniary interest, direct or indirect, or 
performs in regard to that contract some function requiring the exercise of discretion on his part, shall enter 
into any contract with the City unless, within the confines of Wis. Stats. § 946.13.  

(1) The contract is awarded through a process of public notice and competitive bidding, or  

(2) The Ethics Board hereinafter created waives the requirement of this Section after determining that it is 
in the best interest of the City to do so.  

(e) Disclosure of Interest in Legislation. 
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(1) Any member of the Common Council who has a financial interest or personal interest in any proposed 
legislation before the Common Council shall disclose on the records of the Common Council, or the 
ethics board created by this Ordinance, the nature and extent of such interest.  

(2) Any other official or employee who has a financial or personal interest in any proposed legislative 
action of the Common Council and who participates in discussion with or gives an official opinion or 
recommendation to the Common Council shall disclose on the records of the Common Council the 
nature and extent of such interest.  

Sec. 2-5-6. Disclosure of Certain Financial Interests. 

(a) The Mayor, Aldermen, City Clerk/Treasurer, Attorney, Assessor, Building Inspector, Director of Public 
Services, members of the Plan Commission, Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry, Committee of the 
Whole members, members of the Zoning Board of Appeals and such other officials and employees 
designated by the Board of Ethics.  

(b) Within seven (7) days after a person becomes a candidate for any elective City office enumerated in 
Subsection (a), or prior to appointment to such office, such person shall file two (2) statements of economic 
interest with the City Clerk/Treasurer; the Clerk shall forthwith forward one (1) copy of the statement to the 
Board of Ethics.  

(c) No person required to file a statement of economic interest under this Section who has not complied with 
Subsection (b) shall have his name appear on the ballot, take the oath of office, or receive his salary or 
compensation until he files such statements of economic interests. The City Clerk/Treasurer is directed to 
strike from the ballot the name of any candidate who has not complied with Subsection (b).  

(d) Each person required to file statements under Subsection (a), except for elected officials for the year elected, 
shall file updated statements no later than April 30, of each year.  

(e) Elected officers and officers appointed for a definite term shall be exempt from the provisions of this Section 
for the term they are serving at the effective date of this Chapter, but shall be so subject for any subsequent 
term.  

Sec. 2-5-7. Form of Statement. 

The person filing any statement of economic interests under this Chapter shall file the statement on a form 
prescribed by the Board of Ethics and shall supply the following information to the Board:  

(a) The name and address of the person, spouse and minor children and all names they use in business or 
any professional practice.  

(b) The name of all corporations and other business interests in which the person, spouse or minor 
children hold any office or directorship or own or control, directly or indirectly, more than two (2) 
percent of the outstanding stock or more than two (2) percent of other business ownership.  

(c) The names of the employers of the person and spouse and a brief statement of the nature of the 
employment.  

(d) A description of all parcels of real estate within the City and adjoining towns in which the person, 
spouse or minor children own any interest, including an option to purchase.  

(e) The name of all persons to whom the person filing, spouse or minor children owe a debt of three 
thousand dollars ($3,000.00) or more, excluding debts on a personal residence and property used 
primarily for personal recreation.  

(f) Any license or permit issued by the City to the person, spouse or minor children.  
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Sec. 2-5-8. Campaign Contributions. 

Campaign contributions shall be reported by all candidates for City office in strict conformity with the 
provisions of the Wisconsin Statutes. Any campaign contribution tendered to or accepted by a candidate 
subsequent to the final statutory report shall be reported to the Ethics Board.  

Sec. 2-5-9. Ethics Board. 

(a) Composition. 

(1) There is hereby created an Ethics Board to consist of seven (7) members. The membership of the Ethics 
Board shall consist of five (5) citizens, one (1) Alderman and one (1) other City officer or employee.  

(2) The members of the Ethics Board shall be appointed by the Mayor subject to confirmation by the 
Common Council. Terms of the office shall be three (3) years except when the initial appointments are 
made, two (2) members shall be appointed for one (1) year, two (2) for two (2) years and three (3) for 
three (3) years.  

(3) The Ethics Board shall elect its own Chairman and Vice-Chairman and shall develop written rules of 
procedure which shall be submitted to the Common Council for approval.  

(b) Powers and Duties. 

(1) The Ethics Board may make recommendations with respect to amendments to this Code of Ethics 
ordinance.  

(2) Upon the sworn written complaint of any person alleging facts which if true would constitute improper 
conduct under the provisions of this Chapter, the Board shall conduct a public hearing in accordance 
with all common law requirements of due process and in written findings of fact and conclusions based 
thereon, make a determination concerning the propriety of the conduct of the subject official or 
employee and, if appropriate, refer the matter to the Common Council or other proper authority.  

Sec. 2-5-10. Applicability of Chapter. 

When an official or employee has doubt as to the applicability of a provision of this Chapter to a particular 
situation or definition of terms used in the Chapter he should apply to the Ethics Board for an advisory opinion and 
will be guided by that opinion when given. The official or employee shall have the opportunity to present his 
interpretation of the facts at issue and of the applicability of provisions of the Chapter before such advisory 
decision is made. This Chapter shall be operative in all instances covered by its provisions except when superseded 
by an applicable statutory provision and statutory action is mandatory, or when the application of a statutory 
provision is discretionary but determined by the Ethics Board to be more appropriate or desirable.  

Sec. 2-5-11. Penalty and Sanctions. 

Violations of any provision of this Chapter may constitute a course for suspension, removal from office or 
employment or other disciplinary action.  

(a) Upon the sworn complaint of any person alleging facts which, if true, would constitute a violation of 
this Section, the Board shall conduct a "due process" public hearing unless a private hearing is 
requested by the person accused and, in written findings of fact and conclusions based thereon, make 
a determination concerning the complaint. If the Ethics Board finds there is probable cause a person 
has violated a provision of this Section, it shall refer the matter to the City Attorney, District Attorney, 
or Common Council for appropriate action. In making such referral, the Ethics Board shall attach the 
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findings and conclusions as well as such documents as it decides are germane to the issue; the 
statement of determination shall not admissible as evidence in any court.  

(b) A three-fourths (¾) vote of those in attendance of the Ethics Board shall be required to make a finding 
of probable cause.  
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